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[ist Sept. 1747
towards ninety, not being of very wakeful nature ! "Did as well as could be expected of him," said the Court-Martial sitting on his case, and forbore to shoot the poor old man.1 A sore stroke, this of Bergen, to Britannic Majesty and the Friends of Liberty; who nevertheless refuse to be discouraged.
December 25th, Russians in behalf of Human Liberty. ' March of 36,000 Russians from the City of Moscow, this day; on a very long journey, in the hoary Christmas weather! Most Christian Majesty is ruinously short of money; Britannic Majesty has still credit, and a voting Parliament, but, owing to French influence on the Continent, can get no recruits to hire. Gradually driven upon Russia, in such stress, Britannic Majesty has this year hired for himself a 36,000 Russians ; 30,000 regular foot; 4,000 ditto horse, and 1,000 Cossacks;—uncommonly cheap, only 160,000/. the lot, not 4J. per head by the year. And, in spite of many difficulties and haggliugs, they actually get on inarch, from Moscow, 26th December 1747 ; and creep on, all Winter, through the frozen peaty wildernesses, through Lithuania, Poland, towards Bohmen, MShren: are to appear in the Rhine Countries, joined by certain Austrians; and astonish mankind next Spring. Their Captain is ono Repnin, Prince Repnin, afterwards famous enough in those Polish Countries;'—which is now the one point interesting to us in the tiling. 'Their Captain was, first, to be Lacy, old Marshal Lacy; then, failing Lacy, " Why not General Keith ?"—but proves to be Repnin, after much hustling and intriguing:' Repnin, not Keith, that is tha interesting point.
'Such march of the Russians, on behalf of Human Liberty, in pay of Britannic Majesty, is a surprising fact; and considerably discomposes the French. Who bestir themselves in Sweden and elsewhere against Russia and it: with no result,—except perhaps the incidental one, of getting our esteemed old friend Guy Dickens, now Sir Guy, dismissed from Stockholm, and we hope put on half-pay on his return home.''
Marshal Keith comes U> Pnissia (Sept. 1747)
* Much hustling and intriguing,' it appears, in regard to the Captaincy of these Russians. Concerning which there is no word worthy to be said,—except for one reason only, That it finished-off the connexion of General Keith with Russia. That
1 Adelung,vi. 184,206;—'for Cronstrbm,1 if anyone is curious, ' see Schlotzer, Sehwedisckt Biegraffiu, ii. 252 (in voce).'
1 Adelung, vi. 250, 302 :—Sir Guy, not yet invalided, ' went to Russia,' and other errands.